Ten years never seens to be a long tinme in the com ng,
but in the recalling, ten years can hold a great deal nore
t han one m ght expect.

For Flotilla 17-11 it holds day and hours of planning
and hoping. It holds as well m nutes and seconds of anx-
lous waiting. It is about these days, hours and m nutes
you now read.

On a cool Novenber evening in 1963 the U S. Coast
GQuard presented a quiet but determ ned group of nen the
charter of Flotilla 17-11 U S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Thi s occasion nmarked the end of nonths of neetings and
di scussions for and agai nst the establishnent of the new
unit. Only through the efforts of the individuals then
I nvol ved was the chartering effected.

If there was any question remaining in the m nds of
the new Flotilla's opponents as to the conpetence, zeal,
drive, or notivation of the new unit's nenbership it was
qui ckly resol ved.



Wthin the first week of its existence Flotilla 17-11
was in full operation responding to energencies on Long
| sl and Sound.

The needs of boating safety required Public Education
Courses for 1964 be started as soon as possible, so instead
of starting as planned in March, courses were noved up to

January.
Though many students successfully conpleted the re-
qui red course of instruction there were still nore than a

desi rabl e nunber of boaters who becane cases for 17-11
during the summer nonths.

After one full boating season and over 150 assist m s-
si ons many of which were carried out during |ate evening
hours, it becane obvious that a | and based comuni cati ons
center would better facilitate the operations program of
the Flotilla.

In January of 1965 the Flotilla was donated a used
Connecti cut Conpany Bus which after hours of |abor by a
nunber of willing hands was transforned into a totally
nobi | e emergency comuni cations center equi pped wth
R D.F., Public Address, Radio, charting gear, tools,
counters, and eventually a galley and refrigerator. Truly
a spectacle to behold was "The Bus".

Wel| prepared was Flotilla 17-11 in 1967 as it plunged
headl ong into a boating season not to be forgotten. Early
nornings, |late evening the crews of 17-11 noved both boats
and bus chal king up scores of assists on the Sound.

1968 had one of the nost nenorable events in the units
first ten years.

A boating safety spectacul ar was held at Saybrook on
t he Connecticut River conplete with marine parade,



parachuting, scuba divers, marine fire fighting denonstra-
tion and nunerous exhibits, and oh yes "The Bus" of
Flotilla 17-11. Qur nobile comuni cations center was
pressed into service for the event and driven fromits hone
at Adans & Podol off Marina in Wst Haven to Saybrook on the
Connecticut River and there becane the coordinating center
for the Boating Spectacular. The bus, driven by Frank Ward
was passed toll free on |-95 both ways - how, no one has
yet explained. It was, as you m ght expect, nmanned

t hr oughout by those "vol unteers" of 17-11. In 1968
follow ng a short period of dismay when the G oup
Commanders Award was presented to the Division XVII as a
whol e and spurred on by the desire to convince all
concerned that the seem ng error would never bear

repeating, Flotilla 17-11 again forged ahead into operation
at full tilt.

The first nove in 1969 concerned the [ ocation of "The
Bus". Up until 1969 it had been permanently |ocated in the
Adans & Podol off Boat Yard, but by this tine there was a
growing desire wwthin the Flotilla to get the Bus noved to
a better "radio" location, as reception in the boat yard
was far frombeing ideal. During the spring of 1969 the
bus was brought to a new hone on Ccean Avenue opposite the
West Shore Fire Station and adjacent to the West Haven Fi sh
& Ganme Club on the beach.

Labor Day 1969 was one day which cannot go w thout
notation. It was a beautiful warm and sunny day, perfect
for boating until just about 6 P.M when energency weat her
broadcasts cane over the marine radio in the "Bus" which at
the time was being manned. In less that twenty m nutes
W t hout further warning a severe thunderstormraced
eastward up the mddle of the sound. Torrents of rain and
great gusts of literally rocked the Bus and tossed nany



smal | boats over, m d-sound.

| medi ately all Coast CGuard stations were deluged with
calls for assistance from swanped di sabl ed, and si nki ng
small crafts. Fromthat hour well into the night nenbers
of Flotilla 17-11 manned the tel ephone, the radio, and
their boats assisting in identifying, |ocated, and tow ng
I n di sabl ed, m ssing and overdue boats fromthe sound.

As if the events of 1969 were an onen of things to
cone, 1970 saw a long |late night search for a vessel which
becane di sabl ed broke up on the New Haven Breakwater and
sank five persons on the wall near the old Sperry
Li ght house. | nadvertently the search teans from 17-11
di spatched on the case were responsible for the safe rescue
of these persons who for reasons unknown entered the
| i ght house and turned off the |ight.

The search team noting the extinguished aid to navi -
gation reported the situation to New London Coast Cuard
t hrough the "Bus Station." The Coast Guard in turn dis-
patched a repair teamin a small boat who discovered the
people in the |ighthouse and brought all safely hone.

In 1971 a nedi cal energency case becane a near night-
mare when a boat racing for shore, carrying a fishermn
bl eedi ng severely froma |large fishhook |lodged in his arm
struck a rock and began sinking. The boat nmanaged to nake
it to Branford under its own power and was net by a travel
hoi st and wai ti ng anbul ance. Agai n energency services
coordi nated and provided by Flotilla 17-11 and their "Bus".

In 1972 crowned all years for assists. As the saying
goes, "We had everything fromsoup to nut". And believe ne
we had plenty of "nuts".



Through all the years of the Flotillas hard work never
had the nenbers had a hone of their own. Generously the
West Haven Yacht G ub year after year offered their facili-
ties for neetings of "The Flotilla" but there's no place
i ke hone.

By sheer dogged determ nation, perseverance and the
swat of their brows, the nenbers of Flotilla 17-11 rai sed
funds poured concrete, cut boards, hammered nails, and
nai | ed down shi ngl es on what now stands as a nonunent to
years of hard work the pernmanent base radi o comuni cations
station at #1 Kinberly Avenue, Wst Haven hone of Flotilla
17-11 Coast Quard Auxiliary.

In addition to patrolling, tow ng, inspecting, rescu-
I ng, communi cation and educating the public has provided
its facilities contributions to the Auxiliary itself by
this Flotilla are nost noteworthy. They include the
followng officers - 1 District Commodore, 1 Rear Commo-
dore, 2 Division Captains, 2 Vice Captains, 2 D strict
Staff Oficers, 6 Dvision Staff Oficers and nunerous
Di vision Commttee Chairnen for various events and
projects. The nmenbership through their individual efforts
have i nspected hundreds of boats, run hundreds of assi st
cases and safety patrols often w thout reinbursenent,

t aught hundreds of pupils and won to date 9 consecutive

G oup Commanders Awards, was naned 5 years consecutively to
the Director's Honor Roll and has recei ved nunerous awards
for greatest nunber of hours under orders, and greatest
nunber of days in service per year. |In addition, many

I ndi vi dual s have been cited for their outstanding
performance as Auxiliarists.



In the short course of ten years the Flotilla has
grown both in nenbers and in spirit. Many nenbers have
j oi ned, sone have passed on, may those who have rest in
peace. Many hundreds of boaters have been schooled in
safety, may they sail wwth fair wind over cal m seas.

And to the cause of safe boating and the safe return
of those in distress now and in the future this Flotilla
continue to dedicate itself as to the chief purpose for
exi sting.

Now at the conclusion of their tenth year of public
service, in their own hone, preparing for another ten years
of continued service, Flotilla 17-11 says to all those who
hel ped al ong the way -- a sincere and grateful - Thanks!









