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 Ten year s never  seems t o be a l ong t i me i n t he comi ng,  
but  i n t he r ecal l i ng,  t en year s can hol d a gr eat  deal  mor e 
t han one mi ght  expect .  
 For  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 i t  hol ds day and hour s of  pl anni ng 
and hopi ng.   I t  hol ds as wel l  mi nut es and seconds of  anx-
i ous wai t i ng.   I t  i s  about  t hese days,  hour s and mi nut es 
you now r ead.  
 On a cool  November  eveni ng i n 1963 t he U.  S.  Coast  
Guar d pr esent ed a qui et  but  det er mi ned gr oup of  men t he 
char t er  of  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 U.  S.  Coast  Guar d Auxi l i ar y.  
 Thi s occasi on mar ked t he end of  mont hs of  meet i ngs and 
di scussi ons f or  and agai nst  t he est abl i shment  of  t he new 
uni t .   Onl y t hr ough t he ef f or t s of  t he i ndi v i dual s t hen 
i nvol ved was t he char t er i ng ef f ect ed.  
 I f  t her e was any quest i on r emai ni ng i n t he mi nds of  
t he new Fl ot i l l a' s opponent s as t o t he compet ence,  zeal ,  
dr i ve,  or  mot i vat i on of  t he new uni t ' s  member shi p i t  was 
qui ckl y r esol ved.  
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 Wi t hi n t he f i r st  week of  i t s exi st ence Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 
was i n f ul l  oper at i on r espondi ng t o emer genci es on Long 
I s l and Sound.  
 The needs of  boat i ng saf et y r equi r ed Publ i c Educat i on 
Cour ses f or  1964 be st ar t ed as soon as possi bl e,  so i nst ead 
of  st ar t i ng as pl anned i n Mar ch,  cour ses wer e moved up t o 
Januar y.  
 Though many st udent s successf ul l y compl et ed t he r e-
qui r ed cour se of  i nst r uct i on t her e wer e st i l l  mor e t han a 
desi r abl e number  of  boat er s who became cases f or  17- 11 
dur i ng t he summer  mont hs.  
 Af t er  one f ul l  boat i ng season and over  150 assi st  mi s-
si ons many of  whi ch wer e car r i ed out  dur i ng l at e eveni ng 
hour s,  i t  became obvi ous t hat  a l and based communi cat i ons 
cent er  woul d bet t er  f aci l i t at e t he oper at i ons pr ogr am of  
t he Fl ot i l l a.  
 I n Januar y of  1965 t he Fl ot i l l a was donat ed a used 
Connect i cut  Company Bus whi ch af t er  hour s of  l abor  by a 
number  of  wi l l i ng hands was t r ansf or med i nt o a t ot al l y 
mobi l e emer gency communi cat i ons cent er  equi pped wi t h 
R. D. F. ,  Publ i c Addr ess,  Radi o,  char t i ng gear ,  t ool s,  
count er s,  and event ual l y a gal l ey and r ef r i ger at or .   Tr ul y 
a spect acl e t o behol d was " The Bus" .  
 Wel l  pr epar ed was Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 i n 1967 as i t  pl unged 
headl ong i nt o a boat i ng season not  t o be f or got t en.   Ear l y 
mor ni ngs,  l at e eveni ng t he cr ews of  17- 11 moved bot h boat s 
and bus chal k i ng up scor es of  assi st s on t he Sound.  
 1968 had one of  t he most  memor abl e event s i n t he uni t s 
f i r st  t en year s.  
 A boat i ng saf et y spect acul ar  was hel d at  Saybr ook on 
t he Connect i cut  Ri ver  compl et e wi t h mar i ne par ade,  
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par achut i ng,  scuba di ver s,  mar i ne f i r e f i ght i ng demonst r a-
t i on and numer ous exhi bi t s,  and oh yes " The Bus"  of  
Fl ot i l l a  17- 11.   Our  mobi l e communi cat i ons cent er  was 
pr essed i nt o ser vi ce f or  t he event  and dr i ven f r om i t s home 
at  Adams & Podol of f  Mar i na i n West  Haven t o Saybr ook on t he 
Connect i cut  Ri ver  and t her e became t he coor di nat i ng cent er  
f or  t he Boat i ng Spect acul ar .   The bus,  dr i ven by Fr ank War d 
was passed t ol l  f r ee on I - 95 bot h ways -  how,  no one has 
yet  expl ai ned.   I t  was,  as you mi ght  expect ,  manned 
t hr oughout  by t hose " vol unt eer s"  of  17- 11.   I n 1968 
f ol l owi ng a shor t  per i od of  di smay when t he Gr oup 
Commander s Awar d was pr esent ed t o t he Di vi s i on XVI I  as a 
whol e and spur r ed on by t he desi r e t o convi nce al l  
concer ned t hat  t he seemi ng er r or  woul d never  bear  
r epeat i ng,  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 agai n f or ged ahead i nt o oper at i on 
at  f ul l  t i l t .  
 The f i r st  move i n 1969 concer ned t he l ocat i on of  " The 
Bus" .   Up unt i l  1969 i t  had been per manent l y l ocat ed i n t he 
Adams & Podol of f  Boat  Yar d,  but  by t hi s t i me t her e was a 
gr owi ng desi r e wi t hi n t he Fl ot i l l a t o get  t he Bus moved t o 
a bet t er  " r adi o"  l ocat i on,  as r ecept i on i n t he boat  yar d 
was f ar  f r om bei ng i deal .   Dur i ng t he spr i ng of  1969 t he 
bus was br ought  t o a new home on Ocean Avenue opposi t e t he 
West  Shor e Fi r e St at i on and adj acent  t o t he West  Haven Fi sh 
& Game Cl ub on t he beach.  
 Labor  Day 1969 was one day whi ch cannot  go wi t hout  
not at i on.   I t  was a beaut i f ul  war m and sunny day,  per f ect  
f or  boat i ng unt i l  j ust  about  6 P. M.  when emer gency weat her  
br oadcast s came over  t he mar i ne r adi o i n t he " Bus"  whi ch at  
t he t i me was bei ng manned.   I n l ess t hat  t went y mi nut es 
wi t hout  f ur t her  war ni ng a sever e t hunder st or m r aced 
east war d up t he mi ddl e of  t he sound.   Tor r ent s of  r ai n and 
gr eat  gust s of  l i t er al l y r ocked t he Bus and t ossed many 
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smal l  boat s over ,  mi d- sound.  
 I mmedi at el y al l  Coast  Guar d st at i ons wer e del uged wi t h 
cal l s f or  assi st ance f r om swamped di sabl ed,  and si nki ng 
smal l  cr af t s.   Fr om t hat  hour  wel l  i nt o t he ni ght  member s 
of  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 manned t he t el ephone,  t he r adi o,  and 
t hei r  boat s assi st i ng i n i dent i f y i ng,  l ocat ed,  and t owi ng 
i n di sabl ed,  mi ssi ng and over due boat s f r om t he sound.  
 As i f  t he event s of  1969 wer e an omen of  t hi ngs t o 
come,  1970 saw a l ong l at e ni ght  sear ch f or  a vessel  whi ch 
became di sabl ed br oke up on t he New Haven Br eakwat er  and 
sank f i ve per sons on t he wal l  near  t he ol d Sper r y 
Li ght house.   I nadver t ent l y t he sear ch t eams f r om 17- 11 
di spat ched on t he case wer e r esponsi bl e f or  t he saf e r escue 
of  t hese per sons who f or  r easons unknown ent er ed t he 
l i ght house and t ur ned of f  t he l i ght .  
 The sear ch t eam not i ng t he ext i ngui shed ai d t o navi -
gat i on r epor t ed t he si t uat i on t o New London Coast  Guar d 
t hr ough t he " Bus St at i on. "   The Coast  Guar d i n t ur n di s-
pat ched a r epai r  t eam i n a smal l  boat  who di scover ed t he 
peopl e i n t he l i ght house and br ought  al l  saf el y home.  
 I n 1971 a medi cal  emer gency case became a near  ni ght -
mar e when a boat  r aci ng f or  shor e,  car r y i ng a f i sher man 
bl eedi ng sever el y f r om a l ar ge f i shhook l odged i n hi s ar m 
st r uck a r ock and began si nki ng.   The boat  managed t o make 
i t  t o Br anf or d under  i t s own power  and was met  by a t r avel  
hoi st  and wai t i ng ambul ance.   Agai n emer gency ser vi ces 
coor di nat ed and pr ovi ded by Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 and t hei r  " Bus" .  
 I n 1972 cr owned al l  year s f or  assi st s.   As t he sayi ng 
goes,  " We had ever yt hi ng f r om soup t o nut " .   And bel i eve me 
we had pl ent y of  " nut s" .  
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 Thr ough al l  t he year s of  t he Fl ot i l l as har d wor k never  
had t he member s had a home of  t hei r  own.   Gener ousl y t he 
West  Haven Yacht  Cl ub year  af t er  year  of f er ed t hei r  f aci l i -
t i es f or  meet i ngs of  " The Fl ot i l l a"  but  t her e' s no pl ace 
l i ke home.  
 By sheer  dogged det er mi nat i on,  per sever ance and t he 
swat  of  t hei r  br ows,  t he member s of  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 r ai sed 
f unds pour ed concr et e,  cut  boar ds,  hammer ed nai l s,  and 
nai l ed down shi ngl es on what  now st ands as a monument  t o 
year s of  har d wor k t he per manent  base r adi o communi cat i ons 
st at i on at  #1 Ki mber l y Avenue,  West  Haven home of  Fl ot i l l a 
17- 11 Coast  Guar d Auxi l i ar y.  
 I n addi t i on t o pat r ol l i ng,  t owi ng,  i nspect i ng,  r escu-
i ng,  communi cat i on and educat i ng t he publ i c has pr ovi ded 
i t s f aci l i t i es cont r i but i ons t o t he Auxi l i ar y i t sel f  by 
t hi s Fl ot i l l a ar e most  not ewor t hy.   They i ncl ude t he 
f ol l owi ng of f i cer s -  1 Di st r i ct  Commodor e,  1 Rear  Commo-
dor e,  2 Di vi s i on Capt ai ns,  2 Vi ce Capt ai ns,  2 Di st r i ct  
St af f  Of f i cer s,  6 Di v i s i on St af f  Of f i cer s and numer ous 
Di vi s i on Commi t t ee Chai r men f or  var i ous event s and 
pr oj ect s.   The member shi p t hr ough t hei r  i ndi v i dual  ef f or t s 
have i nspect ed hundr eds of  boat s,  r un hundr eds of  assi st  
cases and saf et y pat r ol s of t en wi t hout  r ei mbur sement ,  
t aught  hundr eds of  pupi l s and won t o dat e 9 consecut i ve 
Gr oup Commander s Awar ds,  was named 5 year s consecut i vel y t o 
t he Di r ect or ' s Honor  Rol l  and has r ecei ved numer ous awar ds 
f or  gr eat est  number  of  hour s under  or der s,  and gr eat est  
number  of  days i n ser vi ce per  year .   I n addi t i on,  many 
i ndi v i dual s have been ci t ed f or  t hei r  out st andi ng 
per f or mance as Auxi l i ar i st s.  
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 I n t he shor t  cour se of  t en year s t he Fl ot i l l a has 
gr own bot h i n member s and i n spi r i t .   Many member s have 
j oi ned,  some have passed on,  may t hose who have r est  i n 
peace.   Many hundr eds of  boat er s have been school ed i n 
saf et y,  may t hey sai l  wi t h f ai r  wi nd over  cal m seas.  
 And t o t he cause of  saf e boat i ng and t he saf e r et ur n 
of  t hose i n di st r ess now and i n t he f ut ur e t hi s Fl ot i l l a 
cont i nue t o dedi cat e i t sel f  as t o t he chi ef  pur pose f or  
exi st i ng.  
 Now at  t he concl usi on of  t hei r  t ent h year  of  publ i c 
ser vi ce,  i n t hei r  own home,  pr epar i ng f or  anot her  t en year s 
of  cont i nued ser vi ce,  Fl ot i l l a 17- 11 says t o al l  t hose who 
hel ped al ong t he way - -  a s i ncer e and gr at ef ul  -  Thanks!  
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